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SUBJECT: NUCLEAR POWERED WARSHIP (NPW) TRANSIT OF SUEZ 
CANAL 

REFERENCE: A.ST ATE 53768 (DTG 021934 MARCH 78) 
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1 . THE REQUEST BY EGYPTIAN GOVERNMENT ADDRESSED IN REFTEL 

(A) IS MATTER OF CONCERN BECAUSE OF POTENTIAL IMPACT GOE 
OR OTHER COASTAL STATE ACTIONS MIGHT HAVE REGARDING NPW. 

AS NOTED REFTEL B, PROPERLY FRAMED IAEA SUGGESTIONS 
MIGHT HAVE BENEFICIAL EFFECTS IN THE CASE OF SUEZ CANAL 
TRANSIT BUT ALSO COULD HAVE DETRIMENTAL EFFECTS. IT COULD 
ALSO DELAY GOE DECISION. 

2. CONCERN OVER IAEA ACTION STEMS FROM FOLLOWING FACTORS: 

(A) RECOMMENDATIONS ARE LIKELY TO BE PATTERNED ALONG LINES 
OF COMMERCIAL NUCLEAR POWER PLANT REGULATIONS, SAFETY 
CRITERIA AND LIABILITY. THESE RECOMMENDATIONS MAY BE GIVEN 
WITHOUT IDENTIFYING DIFFERENT CLASSES OF NUCLEAR POWERED 
SHIPS. 

(B) GOE ADOPTION OF IAEA SUGGESTIONS, WITHOUT 
DIFFERENTATION BETWEEN CIVILIAN AND MILITARY APPLICATIONS 
OF NUCLEAR PROPULSION, COULD CREATE SERIOUS POLITICAL AND 
OPERATIONAL PROBLEMS FOR THE US BY IMPINGING UPON THE 
SOVEREIGN IMMUNITY OF NPW'S AND REQUIRING THE DISSEMINATION 
OF INFORMATION PROHIBITED BY US LAW. 

(C) WE ARE AWARE OF IAEA DOCUMENT "SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS 
IN THE USE OF PORTS AND APPROACHES BY NUCLEAR SHIPS" DATED 
1968. THE SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS IN THIS DOCUMENT, IF 
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APPLIED BY GOE TO NPW, WOULD BE UNACCEPTABLE TO USG. US 
LAW AND IMPLEMENTING SECURITY REGULATIONS PROHIBIT PROVIDING 
GOE WITH THE "SAFETY ASSESSMENT INFORMATION" SUGGESTED 
THEREIN. 

(D) SUGGESTIONS OR RECOMMENDATION FROM IAEA COULD SERVE 
AS PRECEDENT FOR OTHER COASTAL STATE ACTIONS WITH 
RESPECT TO TERRITORIAL OR INTERNAL- WATERS ADJACENT INTER- 
NATIONAL WATERWAYS OR STRAITS. 

3. REQUEST USIAEA REPORT INFORMATION AVAILABLE RE STATUS 
OF GOE REQUEST, CURRENT THINKING ON PROBABLE IAEA RESPONSE, 
AND ASSESSMENT OF TIMING OF IAEA RESPONSE. FOR PRESENT, 
DEPARTMENT REQUESTS THAT MISSION NOT RPT NOT DISCUSS THIS 
MATTER WITH AGENCY STAFF. HOWEVER, INQUIRIES MAY BE MADE 
TO SELECTED US RPT US STAFF MEMBERS. MATTER MAY ALSO BE 
DISCUSSED WITH UK MISSION. 

4. TO PROVIDE USIAEA WITH ESSENTIAL BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
ON US POLICY REGARDING NPW OPERATION, REFTEL (C) WILL BE 
REPEATED TO YOU. ADDITIONAL PERTINENT INFORMATION WILL 

BE FORWARDED BY SEPTEL. CHRISTOPHER 
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